A E PA Agri-Environmental
Partnership of Alberta

OverarchingAEPALandUsePlanningKkeyMessage

Continuedengagemenbetweenpolicymakersand agricultural stakeholderscriticalto ensure
agriculturalinterestsarereflectedin A | b e land-asepsanning. It isimportant to fully understand
the impactsof topicssuchascumulativeeffectsmanagementyater quality and quantity,and
ecosystenserviceon the agricultureindustry. Landuseplanninghelps the agriculturéendustry
expandand operatein an environmentally economically andociallysustainablananner.

Expected_andUse Planningdutcomes

AEPAasidentified outcomesfor A | b e agticalturs industrythat needto be consideredn land-use
planning. Landuseplanningneedsto continue to recognizagricultureasanimportant renewable
resourcegeneratingfuture food' andeconomicactivity. The aricultureindustryunderstanddand
andwater policyissuesare linked;these shoulde addressedogether.

Continuedengagemenbetweenpolicymakersand agricultural stakeholderscriticalensuringthat
agriculturalinterestsare reflectedin land-useplanning. The agricultureindustryneedsto be fully
engagedsettingobjectivesfor air, land,water, andbiodiversityestablishedundermanagement
frameworks.

AEPAKeyMessages:

¢ Theagricultureindustrysupportsgoodstewardshippracticeg(land,water, air, and biodiversity)
reducinga g r i cul t uanthéeaviranmenta ct s

¢ Theagricultureindustryshould be ableo expandandoperatein an environmentally,
economicallyandsocially sustainablmanner.

» Landuseplansandmanagemenframeworkd that encourageor requireagriculturepractice
changeshouldnot createa costburdenfor agricultureproducers.

 Achievingnanagemenframeworkobjectived' requiresrealisticimplementationtimelinesby the
agricultureindustry.

¢ Education, awareness and incentives should be considered critical strategic tools helping the
agriculture industry achieve suitable environmental outcomes.

* Emergingagriculturalopportunitiesshouldbe recognized anéncouragedy the Governmeniof
Alberta, and supported througtesearchgducation,andpolicyimplementation.

' Foodis one of several ecosystem servicgzenefitsreceivedfrom healthy,functioning ecosystemgyrovided
by agricultureland. Otherexampledncludewater quality, nutrient cyclingandbioproductssuchasfibre.

"Managementrrameworks:Identify desiredregionalobjectives aswell asapproachesind actiongo
achieveobjectives.

" Objectives:Provideclearboundaries and establishe direction forenvironmentalmanagemenin agiven
place.
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